ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTORING FOR THE
OTTAWA COMMUNITY

WHAT'S INSIDE?
What's up
News
Save the Date
Explore the World
Around Ottawa
Creative ESL

What's up
MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Tutors, Learners and Friends of ELTOC,
With spring just around the corner, we feel reasonably optimistic that with the warmer weather to
come, combined with relatively high vaccination rates in Ottawa, COVID-19 markers will continue
to improve. The Ontario government is well along the road to lifting COVID-19 restrictions.
Following from the recent lifting of capacity restrictions, the ELTOC office is now open at 100%
capacity for staff, facilitating the transition back to working in the office.
The next big step will be to resume in-person tutoring. We are excited to share the news that we
have developed a plan for this and are aiming to be ready to have the first in-person tutoring
sessions start sometime in May. The plan involves a carefully thought out, phased-in approach
beginning with a small test group that meets specific criteria, followed by two additional phases.
The Education Counsellors will soon be reaching out to our online tutors to assess interest in
being part of the test group. The experience gained from the test group will help us to open inperson tutoring to the wider ELTOC community.
Tutors, please let your learners know that this letter is in their newsletter and will also be posted
on our website. The SELECT LANGUAGE option at the top right of the home page offers the ability
to translate this letter.
On behalf of the board and staff, I would like to thank you for the amazing work that you have
been doing and your ability to overcome the challenges that the pandemic has placed in your way.
We look forward to seeing you all in the near future!
Warm regards,
Vikki Broesamle
Executive Director

CONGRATULATIONS!
Since December 2021:
11 new tutors joined ELTOC
22 new learners registered with us
3 learners became Canadian citizens
1 learner found employment
3 learners enrolled in school
We wish them all the best!

What's up
TUTOR RESOURCES
We have some new programs that can be used in online teaching. Some of these programs
may already be familiar because they are also found on the Ottawa Public Library site. For
those tutors and learners that may not have access to the library, these programs can be
helpful. The programs can be used with strong CLB 2 learners and above. If you login to the
tutor area of our website, all 3 programs will be available through links found in Tutor ESL
Resources. For more information, please get in touch with your ESL Education Counsellor.

LEARNER RESOURCES
Newcomers to Canada (immigrants and returning residents)

If you left another country to settle in Canada, the following information will introduce you to
the Canadian tax system and help you to complete your first income tax and benefit return as a
resident of Canada.
It applies only for the first tax year that you are a new resident of Canada for income tax
purposes. After your first tax year in Canada, you are no longer considered a newcomer for
income tax purposes.
Find more information at the following website:
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/international-nonresidents/individuals-leaving-entering-canada-non-residents/newcomers-canadaimmigrants.html
Watch the following video on benefits and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ReOc7htBno
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What's up
ELTOC Workshops and Events
Attention Tutors:
If you didn’t get a chance to join us at one of our workshops you can check out our
YouTube videos and How-to steps on our website. Click here to take a look:
https://eltoc.ca/tutor-workshops

We were honoured to welcome, the founder and
CEO, Tareq Hadhad from Peace by Chocolate https://peacebychocolate.ca/
Tareq spoke about his family's remarkable
journey from Syria to Canada. We had a full
house for the event, including tutors, learners and
community partners.

If you’d like to catch a short clip of his story, he provided us with a link to a YouTube
video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63YJ84mbTWo&t=3s

Elaine Comeau from Wild Pigments Art Studio led us in
an enjoyable 1-hour art class. We learnt about drawing
techniques, the different kinds of pencils to use and
how to place our drawings on a page.

Congratulations to Karen M. on winning the prize from
Alkadour Sweets!

News
STAFF UPDATES
We welcomed Mukhtar Shams who took on the role of Program Assistant for a short-term
contract.
In December, we also welcomed to our team a new intern, Beatriz Pinto, who is from the ITP
Pincrest-Queensway Community Health Centre (International Trained Professionals) program.
Beatriz will be with ELTOC for a few months, gaining Canadian work experience and supporting
the team with a variety of tasks.

PARTNERSHIP TO OFFER FRENCH TUTORING
English Language Tutoring for the Ottawa Community (ELTOC) and
Cooperation Integration Canada (CICAN https://cican.ca/) have partnered
together to offer French tutoring services for newcomers who cannot attend
regular classes.
As of April 1, 2020, CICAN, whose mission is to facilitate the integration of Francophone and
Francophile newcomers into Canadian society, has been offering the same tutoring service as
ELTOC does, but for newcomers who choose French as a Second Language (FSL) as their official
language of choice. ELTOC has been mentoring CICAN by sharing its service model and recruit
learners and Francophone volunteer tutors in the course of regular outreach activities.
If you know someone who would like to volunteer as a tutor of French as a Second Language to
newcomers who cannot go to school, ask them to contact us at volunteer@eltoc.ca.

EASTERN ONTARIO PROJECT
ELTOC is excited to announce that we've
extended our services to Eastern Ontario to
provide online tutoring for newcomers who can't
attend online/in-person English as a Second
Language classes.
In addition to Ottawa, we now serve Cornwall,
Brockville, Kingston and Pembroke, the towns of
Gananoque, Prescott and Smiths Falls, and the
counties of Prescott and Russell, Stormont, Dundas
and Glengarry, Lanark, Renfrew, Leeds and
Grenville, Frontenac and Lennox and Addington.

Save the Date

April 7th:
April 18th-22nd:
May 18th:

Volunteer Appreciation Event
Volunteer Appreciation Week
Tutor Workshop

TUTORING TIP
Prepositions and Lego
Lego's little people can be in all kinds of Lego places: in a house, on a chair, behind a car or
beside a tree! When I named a Lego boy after the student's four-year-old, we had all kinds of
fun finding him.
Where is Ahmad? Ahmad, where are you? There he is! Behind the house! I moved him in front
of the house and we looked again.
Lego shows a bit of real life, and it might just add a smile to your lesson.
Liz (ELTOC tutor)

In the car

Beside the box

Behind the building

Explore the World
Contributed by: Babatunde Adeniran

ITP Pincrest Queensway Program

NIGERIA
The Giant of Africa
Nigeria is often called the "Giant of Africa." This name comes from the vastness of its land, the
diversity of its peoples and languages, its huge population (the largest in Africa), and its oil and
other natural resources.
Nigeria is a patchwork of distinctive regions, including deserts, plains, swamps, mountains, and
steamy jungles. It has one of the largest river systems in the world, including the Niger Delta, the
third largest delta on Earth. Much of Nigeria is covered with plains and savannas. These tropical
grasslands spread out as far as the eye can see and are interrupted here and there by trees and
shrubs.
Climate
Nigeria has a tropical climate with variable rainy and dry
seasons, depending on location. It is hot and wet most of
the year in the southeast but dry in the southwest and
farther inland. A savanna climate, with marked wet and dry
seasons, prevails in the north and west, while a steppe
climate with little precipitation is found in the far north.

Food

People and Culture
There are at least 250 languages spoken in Nigeria
and possibly more than 400, including Yoruba, Igbo,
Fula, Hausa, Edo, Ibibio, Tiv, and English. Each
inhabits a territory that it considers to be its own by
right of first occupancy and inheritance. Music and
art spring from strong tribal roots and are prevalent
throughout society.

Nigerian cuisine uses spices and herbs
with palm or groundnut oil to create
deeply flavored sauces and soups.
Nigerian foods are colourful and lavish,
while aromatic market and roadside
snacks cooked on barbecues or fried in oil
are in abundance and varied. Bushmeat is
also consumed in Nigeria. Tropical fruits
such as pineapple, coconut, banana, and
mango are mostly consumed in Nigeria.
Nigerian cuisine is known for being spicy.

Tourism
Tourism in Nigeria centers largely on events, due to the country's ample
number of ethnic groups, but also includes rain forests, savannah,
waterfalls, and other natural attractions.

Around Ottawa

The Canadian Tulip Festival returns May 13 – 23, 2022, for their 70th Anniversary Platinum
Jubilee in Commissioners Park, Ottawa.
Welcome spring's warmth at the world's largest tulip festival! This lively annual celebration
features sweeping beds of jewel-like tulips, fireworks, music, family fun and more. For more
information about any scheduled events, please check their website: https://tulipfestival.ca/
Over two weekends in May, Canada's capital region comes alive with millions of tulips. Stroll
through Ottawa's largest displays of flowers at Commissioners Park, the festival's main site,
located alongside the Rideau Canal's picturesque Dows Lake. While there, you can also nibble on
food truck fare, browse for unique items by local crafters and check out historical displays. Walk,
bike or bus to visit other sites throughout the city, where more tulips bloom and festival events
are held.
The festival began with a special gift. The Dutch royal family took refuge in Ottawa during the
Second World War, and Dutch Princess Margriet was born here in 1943. Two years later,
Canadian troops played a key role in liberating the Netherlands. In gratitude, the Dutch
government has sent Canada a gift of tulip bulbs every year since 1945, inspiring what has
become the Canadian Tulip Festival.

Quote of the month
"Spring will come and so
will happiness. Hold on.
Life will get warmer."
Anita Krizzan

Creative ESL
Roll it and Read it!
Roll a die and read a word in the row.
(Vocabulary taken from Sam and Pat -Book 1- reader)

Instructions: Use this chart to practice reading skills with your learner. You can cast a
die and show your learner the number or share your screen to cast a virtual die at 3D
Dice (online-stopwatch.com).

Creative ESL
WORD SEARCH

Welcome Spring!

https://www.funenglishgames.com/worksheets/wordsearches/springprintable.html

WORD SEARCH
Answer key:

You want to learn English?
You can't go to school?
We can help you learn English online
For more information about our services or to refer someone, please
contact: admin@eltoc.ca

