English Language Tutoring
for the Ottawa Community

What's Inside?

EVENTS
CONGRATULATIONS
STORIES
EXPLORE THE WORLD
CREATIVE ESL
TIPS FROM OUR TUTORS
INTERESTING FACTS

OCTOBER 2019

Events
2019 Annual General Meeting

English Language Tutoring for the Ottawa Community held its 28th Annual General
Meeting on Thursday, September 19, 2019 and welcomed two new Board members.
We had the immense pleasure to hear first-hand from one of our learners who moved
us with her story as well as from volunteer tutors, Emer Cronin, Carol Collier and Liz
Todd-Doyle who shared their experience and rewards of tutoring with ELTOC.
We express our appreciation and gratitude to the board
members, tutors, learners, staff, partners, city council and
our funder for coming out to make this a very meaningful
event.
Check out our 2018-2019 Annual Report on our website
https://eltoc.ca/about-eltoc/
Picture: Top from left to right: Julie Somers (Board President),
Khaoula Khlie (Coordinator, Volunteer Services), Ugo Kejeh
(Board Treasurer) Bottom from left to right: Emer Cronin (Tutor),
Ada Tagliaferro (ESL Education Counsellor), Carol Collier (Tutor),
Liz Todd-Doyle (Tutor)

Events
2019 Tea and Silent Auction
We did it! We achieved our $5,000 target. Thanks to
all who supported our Tea and Silent Auction fundraiser
on Saturday, June 22, at Elmwood School. It was an
honour to have the presence of Adrian Harewood from
CBC and City Councillor Rawlson King. What a delight
to have Ottawa Celtic Harpist, Susan Toman and the
Ugandan dance troop “Ngoma of Africa” share their beautiful talent. Many thanks to
our corporate sponsors, Conlin Bedard Barristers & Solicitors, Chartwell New
Edinburgh Square Retirement Residence, and TD Financial Wealth, for their support.
Our brilliant board members, working with a team of dedicated volunteers, led this
very successful event. Our wonderful guests wore fashionable fascinators and
enjoyed live music and entertainment, stunning food created by Elmwood School’s
chef Candice Butler, an amazing silent auction, and heard from leading professionals
in our community on the importance of education and language for integration and in
developing community ties! The funds raised will help ELTOC purchase textbooks to
teach English to newcomers who cannot attend regular classes and help advance its
vision of creating a strong, inclusive, multicultural community.

2019 WOW Week
In June, we participated in the Welcoming Ottawa Week (WOW) events which convey
the genuine welcome and hospitality of Ottawa to newcomers and provides
opportunities for quality interactions among all residents. We held an Open House to
welcome all Ottawa residents and raise awareness about the language needs of
newcomers who cannot attend school. We had wonderful food from Mid-East Food
Centre and even created a short video that you can watch on our Facebook page.
#WOW19

Upcoming Events
Workshop for volunteer tutors
Tutoring with a textbook

Date: Thursday, October 24, 2019
Time: 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Where: 406 McArthur Avenue, Ottawa
To register click here

Penny's Pearls
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2019
Time: 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Payment: Interac, Visa, MasterCard, Cash or Cheque
To register click here

OC Transpo Sale

Date: Tuesday, November 2, 2019
Time: 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
Where: 404 McArthur Ave, Ottawa

Congratulations
Since May 2019, 25 learners went back to school.
We wish them the best of luck!
3 learners became Canadian citizens. Congratulations!

Naziha had a baby in June

Dunya had a baby in May
Violette had a baby in June
Hanan had a baby in May

Hala had a baby in September

Stories
A Story about Hene
'My name is Hene. I live in a city in Canada. I went to school to learn English. I am from
Syria. I moved to Turkey and then to Canada.
We arrived on 24 February 2016. I have five children, two sons and three daughters. My
children like living in the city of Ottawa.The fall is beautiful and it's a nice temperature.
Canada is famous for being cold. You can make a beautiful snowman here.'

By Hene Tilfan
My ELTOC Experience
Today is my last class with ELTOC. I have made a lot of progress in the past two years.
This program is so good for mothers who can’t go to English classes. I had two tutors; Carol
and Emer and they were great and very helpful. I appreciate them so much. After many
hours of studying, I passed the citizenship test and became a Canadian citizen.
I think that it would be great if some students could get together one day every month to
practice speaking English. It would be nice to make new friends and speak with each other
on the phone or even meet for coffee.Thank you Carol and Emer.

By Shahnaz

Quote of the Month:
"If you can't do great things, do small things in a great way."
Napoleon Hill

Explore The World
Things you didn't know about Afghanistan

Afghanistan shares its border with as many as six countries. They are Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan,
China, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan, making it a landlocked nation that has no water boundaries.
Kandahar was the first capital city of Afghanistan. Later Kabul became the capital city.
The main supply of income in Afghanistan comes from agriculture. Vegetables, rice, fruits & nuts
are popular products here.
‘Afghanis’ is the currency, not the people. People there are actually called Afghans.
Kandahar's airfield, situated in Southern Afghanistan, is known to be the world’s single busiest
runway airstrip.
Poetry is a special part of Afghan culture. Afghans have conveyed their stories in poetry for over
1,000 years. Thursday night is regarded as “poetry night” in the western city of Herat where men,
women & children meet to communicate ancient & modern poetry and listen to the traditional music
of Herati.
Meals in Afghanistan is incomplete without ‘naan,’ which is flat, unleavened bread.
Afghanistan’s natural resources comprise of silver, zinc, gold, copper & iron ore that are found in
the southeast. Precious & semi-precious stones in the northeast and potentially important
petroleum & natural gas reserves are found in the north.
Source: https://ohfact.com/interesting-facts-about-afghanistan/

Creative ESL
What's in the fridge? – CLB 1
Objective: review of food vocabulary
Materials needed: paper with a chart and letters on it (Optional – grocery flyer or picture dictionary)
1. Create a chart and write 8 letters of the alphabet in each box. Use the most common letters.
2. Tell the student(s) you have no food in your fridge and you need to go shopping. Tell them to ask
you questions using this structure - ‘Do you need….?’ The student(s) need to complete the question
with words that begin with the letter in the box. The picture dictionary would be useful in this activity
or even a flyer.
3. If the student(s) guesses correct words that start with the letter, have the student(s) write/copy the
word in the appropriate box.
Variations: Different topics - What's in the closet, kitchen/living room, etc.
You can also change the type of question you want them to ask. For example, ‘Do you like…?’ or ‘Do
you eat…?’

Creative ESL
Activity for students
Instructions: Choose one of the options (a, b, or c) that describes the picture.

Tips from our Tutors

Abion – CLB 3 – Hello Talk – Abion’s student has found this language exchange
app on her phone very helpful in practicing her English.
Adele – CLB 3-5 – Adele has used some of our ESL Penguin readers with her
student. The student really enjoyed Phantom of the Opera reader, but we have
many different stories for various levels.
Christine – CLB 2 – Fostering the love of reading in her student and children,
Christine likes to bring library books to her student for her student to read to her
children. Every week she brings new books and takes back the books from the
previous week.
Norma – CLB 3 – Norma enjoys ‘My Canada’ series books that she gets from the
library in the ESL section. Her student got a chance to read about Terry Fox and
Nelson Mandela.
Dominique – CLB 4 – Dominique has found this website on creating worksheets
very helpful. www.education.com/worksheet-generator/reading/

Ineresting Facts
10 Facts about the English Language

The most common letter in English is "e".
Only two English words in current use end in "-gry". They are "angry" and "hungry".
More English words begin with the letter "s" than with any other letter.
The word "uncopyrightable" is the longest English word in normal use that contains no letter more
than once.
The following sentence contains all 26 letters of the alphabet: "The quick brown fox jumps over the
lazy dog." This sentence is often used to test typewriters or keyboards.
The shortest complete sentence in English is the following. "I am."
We can find 10 words in the 7-letter word "therein" without rearranging any of its letters: the, there,
he, in, rein, her, here, ere, therein, herein.
The following sentence contains seven identical words in a row and still makes sense. "It is true for
all that that that that that that that refers to is not the same that that that that refers to." (= It is true for
all that, that that "that" which that "that" refers to is not the same "that" which that "that" refers to.)
The word "alphabet" comes from the first two letters of the Greek alphabet: alpha, bēta.
A word formed by joining together parts of existing words is called a "blend". Many new words enter
the English language in this way. Examples are "brunch" (breakfast + lunch); "motel" (motorcar +
hotel); and "guesstimate" (guess + estimate).
Source: englishclub.com

Want to get involved?
Want to get involved and help build a strong, inclusive,
multicultural community?
We are always looking for volunteers to tutor English to our
increasing waitlist of newcomers who can't attend regular classes.
No experience is necessary.
We provide the materials and the training.
For more information on how to get involved
visit our website at www.eltoc.ca
Complete the application form on our website or email us at
volunteer@eltoc.ca
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